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9 To 5 Musical Script
9 to 5 musical script: An In-Depth Guide to the Popular Stage Production Are you a theater enthusiast or a producer
looking to stage a timeless comedy with a powerful message? The 9 to 5 musical script might be exactly what you need.
Adapted from the classic 1980 film, this musical brings humor, heart, and social commentary to the stage, making it a
favorite among audiences and performers alike. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore everything you need to know
about the 9 to 5 musical script, including its themes, structure, characters, licensing, and tips for a successful production.

Understanding the 9 to 5 Musical

Origins and Background
The 9 to 5 musical is based on the 1980 comedy film 9 to 5 starring Dolly Parton, Lily Tomlin, and Jane Fonda. The stage
adaptation was first premiered in 2008 and features a book by Patricia Resnick, who also co-wrote the screenplay, and music
and lyrics by Dolly Parton. The musical retains the film’s core themes of workplace sexism, corporate greed, and female
empowerment, but adds musical numbers that amplify its comedic and emotional impact.

Why Choose the 9 to 5 Musical Script?
- Timeless themes: Workplace inequality, friendship, and resilience. - Popular music: Features Dolly Parton’s iconic songs like
"9 to 5," "Shine Like the Sun," and "Get Out and Stay Out." - Humor and heart: A perfect blend for audiences seeking
comedy with a meaningful message. - Versatile cast: Suitable for a range of cast sizes, from community theaters to
professional productions. - Engaging storyline: Combines humor, drama, and social commentary in a compelling narrative.

Structure and Content of the 9 to 5 Musical Script

Plot Overview
The story centers around three women—Violet, Judy, and Doralee—who work at a fictional office in Denver. Each faces
workplace challenges: Violet is a senior employee overlooked for promotion, Judy is a recent hire with big dreams, and
Doralee endures workplace harassment from a sexist boss, Franklin Hart Jr. When they inadvertently discover that their boss
is embezzling money, they hatch a plan to take control of their own destinies, leading to comedic misadventures and
ultimately, empowerment. Key plot points include: - The introduction of the main characters and their struggles. - The
formation of an unlikely friendship. - The scheme to teach Hart a lesson. - The eventual exposure of the boss’s misconduct. -
A resolution emphasizing empowerment and justice.

Musical Numbers and Script Highlights
The 9 to 5 musical script is packed with lively songs that advance the plot and develop characters. Some standout numbers
include: - "9 to 5" — The anthem of working women. - "Shine Like the Sun" — Violet’s uplifting solo. - "Get Out and Stay Out"
— Doralee’s empowering anthem. - "Backwoods Barbie" — Judy’s humorous self-acceptance song. - "One of the Boys" —
Franklin Hart Jr.’s comedic number. The script balances dialogue and musical interludes, creating a dynamic stage
experience.

How to Access and License the 9 to 5 Musical Script



Where to Find the Script
The official 9 to 5 musical script is published by musical theater licensing companies such as Samuel French (now part of
Concord Theatricals) and MTI (Music Theatre International). To obtain the script: - Visit the licensing company's website. -
Purchase or rent the authorized script for production. - Review licensing agreements and performance rights.

Licensing and Permissions
Producing a 9 to 5 musical requires securing the appropriate rights. Licensing involves: - Completing an application form. -
Paying licensing fees based on production size and location. - Agreeing to terms regarding royalties, program advertising,
and performance duration. Important tips: - Always use authorized scripts to respect copyright. - Read the licensing
agreement carefully to understand restrictions. - Secure rights well in advance of your planned production date.

Preparing for a Successful Production

Casting and Rehearsals
The musical requires a cast that can embody the humor and heart of the characters. Typical roles include: - Violet Newstead:
The pragmatic office manager. - Judy Bernly: The optimistic new hire. - Doralee Rhodes: The fun-loving, confident secretary.
- Franklin Hart Jr.: The inept and sexist boss. - Supporting roles for other office staff. Rehearsals should focus on: - Character
development. - Musical numbers and choreography. - Timing for comedic beats.

Set and Costume Design
The setting should evoke a 1980s office environment with a modern twist. Consider: - Functional office furniture. - Bright,
colorful costumes reflecting the era. - Props that support scene transitions.

Music and Sound
Ensure high-quality sound equipment to handle musical numbers. Live or pre-recorded accompaniment can be used,
depending on resources.

Promotion and Audience Engagement
Market your production through: - Social media campaigns. - Community outreach. - Engaging promotional materials
emphasizing the musical’s themes.

Tips for a Memorable 9 to 5 Musical Production
- Stay true to the script: Respect the original dialogue and musical arrangements. - Emphasize themes: Highlight messages
of empowerment and equality. - Incorporate humor: The comedy is a key element that resonates with audiences. - Use
dynamic staging: Creative use of space and props can enhance comedic timing and visual appeal. - Engage your cast:
Encourage performers to bring their unique personalities to their roles.

Conclusion
The 9 to 5 musical script offers a rich, entertaining, and socially relevant theatrical experience. Whether you're producing a
small community show or a professional stage production, understanding its structure, licensing process, and thematic
elements is essential for success. With its iconic songs, relatable characters, and compelling storyline, staging 9 to 5 can
inspire audiences and cast members alike, making it a standout choice for your next theater project. Keywords: 9 to 5
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9 to 5 Musical Script: An In-Depth Review and Analysis The world of musical theater is ever-evolving, blending timeless
stories with contemporary themes, catchy melodies, and compelling characters. Among the notable productions that have
captured audiences' hearts in recent years is the 9 to 5 musical. Based on the beloved 1980 film of the same name, the 9 to
5 musical script offers a sharp, humorous, and empowering look at workplace dynamics, gender roles, and friendship. This
article provides an extensive review of the 9 to 5 musical script, examining its origins, structure, themes, characters, and
what makes it a standout piece in modern musical theater.

Origins and Development of the 9 to 5 Musical Script

From Film to Stage
The 9 to 5 musical is adapted from the iconic 1980 film written by Patricia Resnick and Colin Higgins, starring Dolly Parton,
Jane Fonda, Lily Tomlin, and Dabney Coleman. The film was a comedy that tackled issues of gender inequality, workplace
harassment, and female empowerment, wrapped in a humorous and satirical package. Recognizing the film’s enduring
cultural relevance and potential for theatrical adaptation, a stage version was developed in the early 2000s, with the book
written by Patricia Resnick herself—who also co-authored the original screenplay. The musical officially premiered in 2008 at
the Ahmanson Theatre in Los Angeles before transferring to Broadway in 2009. Its success was driven by its sharp humor,
relatable characters, and timely themes, making the 9 to 5 musical script a staple for both professional productions and
community theaters.

Creative Team and Musical Composition
The musical features music and lyrics by Dolly Parton, whose involvement lent authenticity and star power to the project.
The score includes a mix of lively numbers, heartfelt ballads, and comedic tunes, all designed to enhance character
development and advance the story. Some key contributors include: - Music and Lyrics: Dolly Parton, whose signature
songwriting style lends a warm, energetic, and humorous tone. - Book: Patricia Resnick, ensuring the script remains true to
the film’s spirit while adapting it for the stage. - Director: Rob Ruggiero (original production), who emphasized comedic
timing and contemporary relevance. - Choreography: Jeff Calhoun, who infused the production with lively movement and
dance sequences.

Structure and Format of the Musical Script

Script Format and Layout
The 9 to 5 musical script follows the conventional musical theater format, blending dialogue, musical numbers, and stage
directions seamlessly. It is typically divided into acts and scenes, with clear cues for songs, character entrances/exits, and
key stage actions. An effective script maintains clarity for actors and directors, providing: - Dialogue: Character interactions
that reveal personalities, relationships, and plot developments. - Song Lyrics: Embedded within dialogue, guiding performers
on timing and emotional tone. - Stage Directions: Descriptions of movement, scenery, and technical cues to facilitate
storytelling. The script balances humor with social commentary, often employing quick-witted exchanges and satirical
narration to keep the audience engaged.

Themes and Tone
The 9 to 5 musical script is renowned for its: - Humor and Satire: Sharp comedic lines and exaggerated scenarios highlight
workplace absurdities. - Empowerment Message: Themes of female solidarity, resilience, and social justice are woven
throughout. - Relatability: Characters face challenges familiar to many, from workplace harassment to balancing personal
and professional lives. - Lightheartedness with Depth: While humorous, the script explores serious issues, encouraging



reflection and discussion. This balance makes it accessible to diverse audiences and adaptable for various production sizes
and budgets.

Key Characters and Their Development in the Script

Janet Colgate
The ambitious and idealistic new employee, Janet is eager to climb the corporate ladder but quickly becomes disillusioned by
the sexist and oppressive environment. Her character arc involves discovering her voice and challenging the status quo. Her
songs, such as "Shine Like the Sun," reflect her optimism and newfound empowerment.

Violet Newstead
A seasoned office manager, Violet is pragmatic, caring, and witty. She often acts as a mentor to Janet, providing comic relief
with her dry humor. Violet’s storyline emphasizes resilience and leadership, culminating in her taking charge during pivotal
moments.

Dorothy Brock
A single mother and saleswoman, Dorothy struggles with balancing her aspirations and personal struggles. Her character
highlights themes of perseverance, and her musical moments showcase vulnerability and strength.

Roz Keith
The overly enthusiastic HR representative, Roz provides comic relief but also reflects the bureaucracy and absurdity often
experienced in corporate settings. Her unrequited love for Violet adds a humorous subplot.

Franklin Hart Jr.
The antagonist, a sexist and exploitative boss, embodies the corrupt corporate culture. His character is both a source of
conflict and satire, highlighting the need for change.

Notable Musical Numbers and Their Role in the Script
The 9 to 5 musical script is peppered with memorable songs that encapsulate characters’ emotions and themes: - "9 to 5":
The opening number, setting the scene of mundane office life and workplace frustrations. - "Shine Like the Sun": Janet’s
anthem of hope and self-empowerment. - "Get Out and Stay Out": Violet’s powerful declaration of independence, a highlight
of the show. - "One of the Boys": Dorothy’s humorous yet poignant reflection on gender roles. - "Backwoods Barbie": Dolly
Parton’s self-love anthem, showcasing her character’s confidence. - "Change It": A call to action, encouraging characters and
audiences to challenge unjust systems. These songs serve as pivotal moments within the narrative, advancing character
development and reinforcing the musical’s themes.

Production Aspects and Reader’s Experience of the Script

Stage Directions and Visual Elements
The script provides detailed stage directions that help envision the set design, costumes, and technical elements. Typical
staging includes: - Office cubicles and conference rooms reflecting corporate environments. - Minimal but versatile scenery
to facilitate quick scene changes. - Costumes that differentiate characters and reflect their personalities, from corporate
attire to more relaxed or humorous costumes. Visual cues in the script guide actors and directors in creating a lively,
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engaging production.

Language and Humor
The language in the script blends sharp wit with accessibility, making it suitable for a wide audience. The humor is often
satirical, highlighting societal issues like sexism and corporate greed while maintaining a lighthearted tone. The script also
employs clever wordplay, puns, and comedic timing that enhance the theatrical experience.

Audience Engagement
The 9 to 5 musical script is designed to resonate with contemporary audiences, with humor that is both nostalgic and
relevant. It invites audience participation through relatable content and empowering messages, making it an ideal choice for
community theaters, school productions, and professional companies alike.

Why the 9 to 5 Musical Script Stands Out
Several factors contribute to the enduring popularity and significance of the 9 to 5 musical script: - Timely Themes: Its focus
on workplace equality and empowerment remains relevant in today’s social climate. - Memorable Music: Dolly Parton’s
compositions elevate the storytelling. - Relatable Characters: Diverse personalities allow a wide range of actors to shine. -
Humor with Substance: The script balances comedy with social commentary, prompting both laughter and reflection. -
Flexibility: The script’s adaptable nature makes it suitable for various production scales.

Conclusion: An Expert’s Perspective
The 9 to 5 musical script exemplifies how a well-crafted adaptation can breathe new life into a beloved film, translating its
humor, heart, and social messages onto the stage. Its structured format, compelling characters, and memorable songs make
it a valuable addition to the repertoire of contemporary musical theater. For directors, actors, and producers, the script
offers a rich tapestry of opportunities to explore themes of empowerment, workplace dynamics, and friendship—all wrapped
in an entertaining package. Whether for a community production or a professional run, the 9 to 5 musical remains a
powerful, humorous, and inspiring work that continues to resonate with audiences worldwide. In summary, the 9 to 5
musical script is a masterful blend of wit, heart, and social relevance, firmly cementing its place as a modern classic in
musical theater. Its ability to entertain while addressing critical societal issues ensures its relevance for generations to come.

Questions & Answers About 9 to 5 musical script

No Question Answer

1 What is the plot of the '9 to 5' musical
script?

The '9 to 5' musical script is based on the classic film and follows three
women who team up to turn the tables on their sexist, egotistical boss,
leading to humorous and empowering moments as they seek workplace
justice.

2 Who are the main characters in the '9 to
5' musical script?

The main characters include Violet Newstead, Judy Bernly, Doralee
Rhodes, and Franklin Hart Jr., each with distinct personalities that drive
the story's comedy and themes of empowerment.

3 Where can I find the script for the '9 to 5'
musical?

The official script for the '9 to 5' musical is available through licensed
theatrical publishers or authorized script distributors. It's recommended
to purchase or license it legally for performances or study.

4 What are some popular songs from the
'9 to 5' musical?

Some of the popular songs include '9 to 5,' 'Shine Like the Sun,' 'Get Out
and Stay Out,' and 'One of the Boys,' which are known for their catchy
melodies and thematic relevance.



5 Is the '9 to 5' musical suitable for all
audiences?

Yes, the '9 to 5' musical is generally suitable for a broad audience,
featuring humor and themes of workplace empowerment. However,
some content may be more appropriate for mature viewers depending
on the production's specific staging.
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